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COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
 
 

This course focuses on the refinement of students’ skills and knowledge in visual 
arts. Students will analyse art forms; use theories of art in analysing and 
producing art; and increase their understanding of stylistic changes in modern and 
contemporary Western art, Canadian (including Native Canadian) art, and art 
forms from various parts of the world. Students will produce a body of work 
demonstrating a personal approach. 
 
 

PROJECTS AND GENERAL EXPECTATIONS 

 

Students will be assigned a variety of activities including quizzes, tests, critiques, 
artworks, and a major culminating activity/exam. Students will meet all due dates 
assigned throughout the course. If a student is not capable of meeting a deadline it 
is the responsibility of the student to see the teacher for a Completion Contract on 
or before the original due date. Work not submitted by the date stated on the 
Completion Contract will receive an Incomplete. 
 
Students are expected to come to class ready to learn with all necessary 
equipment and materials. Due to the collaborative nature of the arts disciplines, 
students must work cooperatively, support others in their endeavours, and 
proactively seek out guidance when required.  
 
 



Overall Expectations 
 
Theory 

 

-use a wide range of appropriate terminology related to all areas of art theory to describe 
art works, crafts and applied design forms; 
-demonstrate an understanding of modern and contemporary art; 
-demonstrate an understanding of the historical context and stylistic evolution of some 
fine art. 
 
Creation 

 

-identify and develop ideas and concepts to shape and unify their own art works; 
-choose the material, tools, techniques, themes, and processes best suited to their fine art, 
applied design, or craft forms, and use material and tools safely; 
produce a body of art work, using the stages of the creative process; 
-document and evaluate their creative process and art works, using portfolios. 
 
Analysis 

 

-evaluate, individually and in groups, the effectiveness of their personal research, creative 
process, and art products; 
-analyse and evaluate modern and contemporary Western works of art, as well as selected 
works of fine art, works in applied design and works in crafts; 
-analyze the role of critics and art criticism in the understanding of art; 
-explain the influence of aspects of social, cultural and political contexts, including arts 
organizations, on the creation and understanding of fine art, applied design, and craft 
works; 
-describe the relationship between the knowledge and skills acquired through visual arts 
and postsecondary educational opportunities. 
 
Note: the teacher will address specific expectations for each arts discipline. 
 
Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations 

Students will strive for excellence, originality and integrity in their own artwork while 
supporting these qualities in the work of others. Students explore how, through the arts, 
the human experience is affirmed and respected. 
 
Students will strive to be: 
1. a discerning believer in the Catholic faith 
2. an effective communicator 
3. a reflective and creative thinker 
4. a self-directed, responsible, life-long learner 
5. a collaborative contributor 
6. a caring family member 
7. a responsible citizen 



Course Evaluation 
Student achievement will be assessed using the achievement chart categories 
(knowledge/understanding, thinking/inquiry, communication, and creation (application) 
and individual demonstration of the overall and specific expectations. Lesson specific 
rubrics will be posted or distributed to students for greater awareness and understanding 
of assessment. Levels will evaluate all major assignments. Grades will be determined, 
using the students’ most consistent and most recent levels of achievement. For purposes 
of reporting, the grade range will correspond to the following levels as defined by the 
Board: 
 
LEVEL   Mark/Code 

4+    95-100 
4 87-94 
4- 80-86 

3+    77-79 
3    73-76  
3- 70-72 

2+    67-69 
2 63-66 
2- 60-62 

1+    57-59 
1 53-56 
1- 50-52 

I    Insufficient achievement of curriculum standard 
 
Formative Assessment: class productivity, preparation, participation, learning skills 
assessment, homework, notebook, diagnostic assessment, attendance and punctuality etc. 
Formative evaluation is used to measure students’ learning skills and as a means of 
diagnostic assessment to improve student learning. Learning skills are reported to 
parent/student using a checklist on report cards under the following headings: Excellent, 
Good, Satisfactory and Needs Improvement. 
 
Summative Assessment- 70% 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 25% 
Thinking and Inquiry   25% 
Communication   25% 
Application    25% 
 
Final Summative Assessment- 30% 
 
The final summative assessment will demonstrate the student’s accumulated knowledge 
and skills in Visual Arts. Students will be asked to incorporate and express in a 
meaningful manner the various visual art principles and elements explored during the 
course. 



Expectations 
1. Come prepared with all the materials necessary to be successful. 
2. Be on time for class. You must be in your seat before the bell rings.  
3. Keep the classroom in order. There is no tolerance for destructive or wasteful 

behavior. Students that damage or waste materials in the art room may be required to 
replace or pay for damages. 

4. Maintain notes, artworks, or whatever else is deemed necessary to your success in the 
course. There will be a cost associated with providing basic materials. A studio fee of 
20.00$ is required for each student taking a visual art course. The visual arts are 
traditionally one of the costlier courses to run. If this fee is problematic please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.  

5. Please note. Field trips organized by the Department of Visual Art are mandatory. 
 

 
Ontario Academic students are required to supply any materials for major art 

projects not found in the classroom. 

6. Record upcoming homework tasks, assignments and test dates in your student 
agenda. Time in the art room is available to students who wish to work outside of 
class time. 

7. Catch up on all classes and work missed due to absence. This is the student’s 
responsibility.  

8. Since each learning activity and evaluation tool measures specific expectations, it is 
necessary for students to be represent for all tests and to submit all assignments on the 
scheduled due date. Failure to write tests on a scheduled day will result in an “I” 
(Incomplete) unless compassionate grounds or a doctor note is provided. Students 
may seek an extension for an art assignments by requesting a Completion Contract 
(see attached copy) on or before the original due date. This procedure allows a 
student to negotiate a new date with the teacher. This procedure may only be used 2 
times per course. If the assignment is not handed in on the new negotiated due date, 
the assignment is given and “I”. Assignments handed in late after 2 extensions have 
been used will also receive an ‘I’. An extension based on compassionate grounds or 
sickness are the exceptions. 

9. If you are involved in a school approved extra-curricular activity on the day of the 
test, it becomes your responsibility to inform the teacher well in advance so that 
arrangements can be made for a make-up test. 

10. Ask for help when experiencing difficulty. I will willingly help you at a time 
convenient for both of us. 

11. The culminating activity is mandatory and worth a total of 30% of the total grade. 
You must be in attendance for the entire block of time set aside for this activity. An 
‘I’ will be earned for any portion of the culminating activity not completed. An 
extension based on compassionate grounds or sickness are the exceptions. 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Assignment is accepted for full marks 

Assignment is accepted for full marks 

Step 2 

1. Notify Parents that the assignment has not 

been submitted and their child will now 

have to complete it in a supervised setting.  

If the assignment does not come in after the 

supervised setting or the student fails to 

attend the supervised setting marks will / 

may be deducted.  

2. Student completes assignment in a 

supervised setting (Maximum 5 days). 

3. If a student fails to attend the supervised 

setting marks will be deducted after the due 

date. 

4. If assignment is not complete at the end of 

the 5
th

 day student will move to Step 3. 

 

Step 3 

1. Notify parent that the assignment has not been submitted and that marks will be 

deducted from this point. 

2. Submitted assignment may receive a mark penalty.  Any mark penalty   will not 

result in a mark that, in the professional judgement of the teacher, misrepresents 

the student’s actual achievement.  

3. Any mark deduction will not begin until after the supervised setting opportunity 

has been completed unless the student does not attend the supervised setting 

then the mark deduction will begin after the due date. 

Notre Dame Catholic High School Late Assessment of Learning Guideline 

Step 1 

1. Student completes a Pre-approved Late 

Form and submits to teacher. PAL forms 

must be signed by parent or guardian. 

2. Teacher and student determine a new date 

for submission. 

3. If a Pre-approved Late Form is not 

completed the student will move directly to 

Step 2. 
 
 


